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Amabile & Erman, P.C. is a mid-sized law firm specializing in professional liability
litigation. For over 40 years, we have represented professional liability insurance
companies, self-insured hospitals, entities and programs.

Founded in January 1982 by Frank J. Amabile and Carl M. Erman, Amabile & Erman,
P.C. began as a small insurance defense firm and has since grown to become one of the
most recognized litigation law firms in New York State. Over the years, our firm has
been retained by professional liability insurance companies, hospital systems,
physicians, dentists, and allied health personnel.

We have successfully defended clients in medical malpractice actions, dental
malpractice actions, product liability actions, construction accidents, industrial
accidents, toxic torts, and other high-exposure lawsuits.

At Amabile & Erman, P.C., we believe that successful client relationships require a
commitment to professional integrity, innovative thinking, and cost-effective
solutions. As a firm of accomplished and highly motivated attorneys, we are dedicated
to providing personalized, one-on-one service.

We pride ourselves on the extensive trial experience of our attorneys, all of whom
have handled a variety of high-exposure cases before juries in multiple jurisdictions.
Regardless of complexity, our goal is to ensure that clients are always fully informed
of the status of all litigation so that effective strategic decisions can be made at every
stage.

We provide the most cost-efficient service to our clients by evaluating cases at an
early stage so that efforts can be made to identify those likely to settle. Resources are
then directed toward cases deemed appropriate for trial. Every case we handle is
supervised by a partner and supported by one or more associates, each selected based
on the experience and abilities that most closely align with the requirements of the
litigation at hand.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Since its inception in 1982, Amabile & Erman, P.C. has specialized in medical
malpractice defense. We represent hospitals and physicians in negligence and wrongful
death cases on behalf of major insurance carriers in the tri-state area.

In addition to defending physicians, we also represent dentists, nurses, paramedics,
podiatrists, pathologists, social workers, and other members of the allied health
professions. Our representation extends to managed care organizations and privately run
emergency rooms.
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Our attorneys have developed knowledge across a wide range of medical fields,
including but not limited to obstetrics, orthopedics, surgery, and oncology. This depth
of experience, combined with the firm’s reputation for excellence in client defense,
has attracted a client roster that includes nationally renowned physicians and premier
teaching hospitals.

GENERAL LIABILITY

Our attorneys handle a broad range of general liability matters, including claims
involving motor vehicle accidents, construction defects, premises liability, property
damage, fire loss, liquor liability/Dram Shop actions, civil actions arising from the
criminal conduct of third parties, defamation/libel, and mass tort actions. We represent
both self-insured entities and insurance carriers in these matters.

Amabile & Erman, P.C. is currently composed of 19 attorneys with varied backgrounds
and experience, most of whom are licensed in both New York and New Jersey, and all
of whom are licensed to practice in their respective Federal Courts. We defend our
clients in state and federal courts throughout New York and New Jersey.

We represent the interests of various New York and New Jersey hospitals and health
systems, including NYU Langone Health, Northwell Health, Staten Island University
Hospital, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, Holy Name Medical Center,
Richmond University Medical Center, Bayonne Medical Center, and St. Joseph’s
Hospital.

Our attorneys work closely with the insureds of our extensive insurance company
clientele, which includes the following:

« American International Group

« Arch Insurance Group

« Berkshire Hathaway

« Berkshire Insurance Company of America

« CHG Healthcare

« Chubb Insurance

« Coverys

« EmPRO/Physicians' Reciprocal Insurers

« Envision Healthcare

« Gallagher Bassett

« Global Container Terminals (GCT)

« Zurich Insurance

« Guardian Life Insurance Company of America

« Ironshore Insurance Company

« Prime Insurance Company
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« Liberty Mutual Insurance Company

« MagMutual Insurance Company

« Medical Malpractice Insurance Pool for the State of New York
« Medical Protective Company

« MLMIC Insurance Company

« New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation
« Northwell Health

« NYU Langone Health

« Princeton Insurance Company

« Starr Insurance

« Travelers Insurance Trinity Health Company

« York Insurance

PAUL M. DeCARLO

Paul M. DeCarlo has been with the firm since its inception and became counsel in
2023. He was admitted to practice in New York in 1975 and is also admitted to
practice in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York and
the Southern District of New York. He is a member of the New York State Bar
Association. Mr. DeCarlo is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Manhattan College,
receiving his bachelor’s degree, cum laude, in 1971. He then received his Juris Doctor
degree in 1974 from Fordham University School of Law.

JONATHAN S. ERMAN

Jonathan S. Erman has been with the firm since May 1998 and became partner in
2006. His primary focus is medical malpractice defense, complex claims defense, and
the representation of physicians and hospitals before various administrative agencies.
He was admitted to practice law in New Jersey in 1998 and in New York in 1999. He
is also admitted to the federal courts for both New York and New Jersey. Mr. Erman is
a member of the New York State Bar Association, New York County Bar Association,
Richmond County Bar Association, Defense Research Institute, and the New York
State Medical Defense Bar, where he serves as the President. He received his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Miami in 1994 and graduated cum laude
from Thomas M. Cooley Law School with his Juris Doctor degree in 1998. Jon’s
greatest wishes are for his children to play hockey, soccer, and lacrosse again, and to
have to go back to college!

JOHN A. ORBON

John A. Orbon joined the firm in June 2001 and became a partner in September 2004.
He handles all matters related to personal injury litigation, including construction/labor
law matters, medical malpractice, and product liability actions in New York State and
Federal Courts. He was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1989 and is a member
of the American Bar Association. Mr. Orbon graduated cum laude from St. John’s
University with bachelor’s degrees in history and philosophy in 1985. He received his
Juris Doctor degree from St. John’s University School of law in 1988.



N

AMABILE & ERMAN, P.C.

ATTORNEY
BIOGRAPHIES

IRENE P. ZIEGLER

Irene P. Ziegler has been with the firm since September 1989 and became a partner in
February 1997. She specializes in the defense of medical, dental, and podiatric
malpractice, as well as general liability matters in New York State and Federal Courts.
Ms. Ziegler was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1990 and is a member of the
New York State Bar Association. She graduated cum laude from Brooklyn College in
1986 with a bachelor’s degree and received her Juris Doctor degree from Brooklyn Law
School in 1989.

MARC J. FALCONE

Marc J. Falcone joined the firm in September 1997 and became a partner in January
2010. He focuses primarily on medical malpractice, product liability, commercial
liability, and general liability defense. He has handled all phases of medical malpractice
actions from inception through trial and appeal. He is admitted to the New York State
Bar, the New Jersey State Bar, and the United States District Courts for the Eastern and
Southern Districts of New York. He is a member of the American Bar Association, New
York State Bar Association, and the New York State Medical Defense Bar Association.
Mr. Falcone received his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from St. John’s University
in 1994 and his Juris Doctor degree from Brooklyn Law School in 1997. While in law
school, he interned at the Richmond County Supreme Court and in the Office of the
District Attorney, Richmond County.

ANTHONY A. LENZA, JR.

Anthony A. Lenza, Jr. joined the firm in June 1997 as a law clerk and began working as
an associate attorney in December 1998. He became a partner of the firm in January
2010. He focuses primarily on medical malpractice and general liability cases.

He was admitted to the New Jersey State Bar in 1998 and the New York State Bar in
1999. He is admitted to the federal courts in the Southern and Eastern Districts of New
York as well as the District of New Jersey. He is also a member of the New York State
Bar Association. Mr. Lenza received his bachelor’s degree from Villanova University in
1995 and his Juris Doctor degree from St. John’s University School of Law in 1998. He
serves on the board of his church and is President of Five Fathers Children’s Charity,
Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization established to provide financial assistance to children in
need.
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STEPHANIE M. BERGER

Stephanie M. Berger joined the firm in May 2002 and became a partner in April 2014.
She specializes in both medical and dental malpractice defense and has been working in
this field since 2000. She was admitted to the Florida State Bar in 1998, the New Jersey
State Bar in 1999, and the New York State Bar in 2000, and she is a member of the New
York State Bar Association. She is also admitted to practice in the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of New York. Ms. Berger received her Bachelor of Science
in Communication from the University of Miami in 1994 and graduated cum laude from
the University of Miami School of Law with her Juris Doctor degree in 1998. In her
spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, cooking, running, and practicing

yoga.
FLUTRA LIMANI

Flutra Limani joined the firm in March of 2002 and became a partner in May of 2015.
She specializes in the litigation of complex medical malpractice matters from inception
through trial preparation and appeal. Her focus primarily lies on the defense of
physicians, hospitals, nursing homes, healthcare institutions and healthcare providers
across a broad range of specialties. She was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1996
and to both the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York and
the Eastern District of New York in 2003. She is also member of the New York State
Bar Association. Ms. Limani graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in
history from Brooklyn College in 1992. She then received a Juris Doctor degree from
Brooklyn Law School in 1995. While in law school, she interned in the Office of the
District Attorney, Richmond County. She takes pride in her meticulous case preparation
and thoughtful attention to detail. Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her
family and traveling.

SHARI D. STEINFELD

Shari D. Steinfeld joined the firm in September 2008 and became a partner in February
2018. She specializes in medical, dental, and nursing home malpractice and has been
working in this field since 2001. Mrs. Steinfeld was admitted to the New York State Bar
in 2000 and is also admitted to practice in the federal courts in the Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York. She is also a member of the New York State Bar Association.
Shari received her bachelor’s degree in English and East Asian Studies from Dickinson
College in 1995 and graduated cum laude from the University of Baltimore School of
Law in 1999.
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TODD E. GILBERT

Todd Gilbert joined the firm in 2024 as a partner. Mr. Gilbert concentrates his practice on high-
risk medical malpractice and complex personal injury matters. Previously, he served as in-house
legal counsel for a prominent medical malpractice carrier in New York and has represented
national clients in New York and Connecticut in various litigation matters. He has also been a
part of a national trial team that handled high-exposure medical malpractice actions in multiple
jurisdictions, including Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigan, Delaware, and New Mexico. He
graduated from Adelphi University in 1991 and received his Juris Doctor degree from St. John’s
University School of Law in 1994. He was admitted to the New York State Bar in 1995 and was
admitted to the Connecticut State Bar in 2014. Mr. Gilbert has served on the boards of New
Canaan Youth Football and New Canaan Soccer and has coached youth football in New Canaan
for the past 10 years. He has also provided pro bono representation to Grace Community
Church.

ADRIANA M. SOLIMEO

Adriana Solimeo joined the firm in 1998 as a law clerk, began working as an associate attorney
in 2001, and became a partner in 2024. She left the firm in 2006 to raise her family and worked
as a per diem consultant in general liability cases before rejoining the firm in 2019. Mrs.
Solimeo focuses on medical, dental, and podiatric malpractice defense cases. She has extensive
experience providing litigation support to senior counsel, preparing cases through trial. Mrs.
Solimeo is a member of the American Bar Association and the New York State Bar Association.
She was admitted to the New Jersey State Bar in 2000 and the New York State Bar in 2001. She
graduated magna cum laude with a degree in political science from St. John’s University in
1997 and graduated cum laude from New York Law School in 2000.

JUDITH PRIOLO

Judith Priolo joined the firm in 2022 as a senior associate and became a partner in 2025. She
specializes in medical, dental, nursing home, and podiatric malpractice defense, as well as
general liability cases. Ms. Priolo has been working in the field since 2004 and was admitted to
the New York State Bar in 2005. She is also admitted to practice in the United States District
Court for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. She graduated from The College of
Staten Island in 2001 and received her Juris Doctor degree from New England School of Law in
2004.

KRISTEN M. COOHILL

Kristen Coohill joined the firm in September 2022 and is currently an associate attorney. Before
attending law school, Kristen worked in healthcare for over two decades and brings that
extensive experience to the firm. Ms. Coohill was admitted to the New York State Bar in 2023.
She graduated magna cum laude from the College of Staten Island in 2016 with a Bachelor of
Science in Psychology. She graduated from the University of Massachusetts School of Law in
2022 and is a member of Delta Theta Pi.
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BRIAN M. LINARES-PONCE

Brian M. Linares-Ponce joined the firm in 2017 as a law clerk and began working as an
associate attorney in 2024. His practice focuses primarily on the defense of hospitals,
physicians, nurses, and other healthcare professionals in a wide range of medical
malpractice cases. In addition, he defends premises liability and other general liability
matters. He was admitted to the New Jersey State Bar, New York State Bar, and
Connecticut State Bar in 2024. Brian graduated from Rutgers University in 2016 with a
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice, with double minors in American Studies and
Spanish. He worked at the firm while attending law school at night and graduated cum
laude with a Juris Doctor degree from the Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace
University in 2023. In his spare time, he enjoys learning about American history,
watching sports, traveling, and playing golf.

SARA A. CARNEY

Sara M. Carney joined the firm in March 2025 and is an associate attorney at the firm.
She was admitted to the New Jersey State Bar in July 2025 and the New York State Bar
in February 2026. Sara graduated magna cum laude from the Wagner College Honors
Program with a Bachelor of Arts in 2020. She majored in English, earning departmental
honors, and minored in both Spanish and psychology. She received her Juris Doctor in
May 2024 from New York Law School. While at Wagner College, Sara ran NCAA
Division 1 Cross Country and indoor and outdoor track and field. Sara still enjoys
running, and hr other hobbies include Pilates, reading, and listening to music.

JENNIFER BIENSTOCK

Jennifer Bienstock joined the firm in 2025 as of counsel. She brings more than three
decades of experience in the defense of physicians, hospitals, and healthcare institutions
in complex medical malpractice litigation. Her practices focuses on the defense of
physicians and healthcare providers across a broad spectrum of specialties. In addition to
malpractice actions, Jennifer has litigated drug product liability actions, general
negligence, and mass tort suits. She is admitted to practice in New York state and federal
courts, as well as the United States Supreme Court. She graduated from Stony Brook
University, where she completed a clinical research internship that sparked her enduring
interest in medical/legal issues. She earned her Juris Doctor degree from Brooklyn Law
School in 1987.
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DAVID GANNON

David Gannon joined the firm as a partner in March 2026. He began his career working
for the Kings County District Attorney's Office from 1992-1996 as an assistant district
attorney and senior trial attorney. His focus was on prosecuting violent felonies,
presenting hundreds of cases to the grand jury and successfully obtaining numerous jury
verdicts on behalf of the People of the State of New York. Since 1996, he has focused on
medical malpractice defense, working at two prior defense firms where he handled cases
from inception through trial and obtained defense verdicts in high-exposure wrongful
death and infant brain damage baby cases. Mr. Gannon graduated from Brooklyn College
in 1989 as a Pi Beta Kappa inductee. He later graduated from Syracuse University
College of Law in 1992, where he served as Associate Editor of the Law Review.

MICHAEL A. ELLENBERG

Michael A. Ellenberg joined the firm in 2026 as a trial partner. He is a seasoned trial
attorney with nearly five decades of experience representing clients in complex civil
matters in state and federal courts, including medical malpractice and negligence matters.
Throughout his career, he has handled a wide range of sophisticated litigation matters,
guiding clients through all phases of dispute resolution, from pre-suit strategy and motion
practice through trial and appeal. He was admitted to practice in New York in 1977 and is
also admitted to the United States District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts
of New York and the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Mr.
Ellenberg earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of New York at
Albany in 1973 and his Juris Doctor degree from New York University School of Law in
1976. His extensive litigation experience makes him a trusted advocate and advisor to
clients.

MICHAEL G. KOSOWSKI

Michael G. Kosowski joined the firm in 2026 as an associate attorney. He was admitted
to practice law in New Jersey in 2025 and in New York in 2026. He graduated magna
cum laude from SUNY Binghamton in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts. After a rewarding
seven-year career in corporate public relations, he decided that he wanted to be like the
many attorneys he pitched for stories in press and on TV. Working at Rubenstein PR was
the final crown on his PR career, and in 2025, he received his Juris Doctorate from
Rutgers Law School. During law school, Michael worked at the Queens District
Attorney’s Office, Appellate Division, and at Legal Aid’s Wrongful Conviction Unit
where he investigated exculpatory evidence for those who, years after their convictions,
were still proclaiming their innocence. Since graduating, Michael worked at Legal Aid’s
Criminal Defense Practice where he represented the criminally accused from the moment
of arraignment all the way to dismissal or final disposition.
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LOCATIONS MAIN OFFICE New York Office Long Island Office
1000 South Avenue 29 Broadway, Suite 1300 445 Broadhollow Rd
Staten Island, NY 10314 New York, NY 10006 Melville
P: 718-370-7030 P: 718-370-7030 NY 11747-3615
F: 718-370-3656 F: 718-370-3656
New Jersey Office

19 Beechwood Road, 3rd Floor
Summit, NJ 07901
P: 718-370-7030

White Plains Office

445 Hamilton Avenue, Suite 1102
White Plains, NY 10601

P: 718-370-7030
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